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INTRODUCTION TO

immigrant Studies

The Influence of Immigrants on American Life

The impact of immigrants on the history and sociology
of the United States has been profound. In a sense
immigrants have both made and changed this country.

Since 1820, the year the United States started re-
cording immigrant statistics, some 42 million people
‘have immigrated here. During the forty years between
1892 and 1932, twenty-three million people came, and
in 1907, alone, one million arrived in America.* There
has never in history been another such continuous
mass movement of people.

Previous to 1820 American society had fit a White,
Anglo Saxon, Protestant description almost com-
pletely. Voluntary and forced immigration (Black
Africans) created a new diverse multi-ethnic society.
Some of the diversity was lost in the Americanization
process as immigrants tried to fit into the American
mainstream. But in spite of the melting pot idea and
efforts to Americanize the foreigners, many old
country ways have been retained. The pot never really

%

melted. Perhaps it never will for there is a growing
interest in ethnic heritage, fazily and community
history and ‘‘old country’’ ways .of living and doing
things.

Many Americans can find immigrants in their own
not-too-distant family history, and many can find
some ethnic customs which have been retained over
the generations in their families and which have influ-
enced their lives. This immigrant heritage :1as been a
source of shame for some families and a source of
pride for others. :

Getting at History through immigrant Studies

The IMMIGRANT STUDIES series provides students
with the means for investigating family and com-
munity history and ethnicity. Classroom activities in
the series provide information about events in immi-
grant history which students interpret through dis-
cussing, decision making, simulations, and various
other strategies. Other activities begin in the class-
rcom and then carry over at home or other places in

*America is used here and throughout to refer to the United States.
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This charcoal drawing and note were found among a grandmother’s
old photos
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This homestead document was in a family photo album. Printed with permission from
Mary Palmquist, St. Paul, Minnesota.
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THE FCUR

immigrant Studies

Immigrant studies consists of four units. The first
three, ORIGINS/THE JOURNEY, AMERICANIZA-
TION, and CULTURE are classroom oriented and
emphasize gathering and interpreting information,
valuing strategies, and group sharing and discus-
sion. The fourth unit, ACTION PACK, is a collection
of out-of-classroom activities and resources for re-
searching family and community history. The parts
of ACTION PACK may be used as needed with other
IMMIGRANT STUDIES activities and for students’
individual research projects. The first three units are
sequential and could be implemented as a course

UNITS

with ACTION PACK activities intersperse where
appropriate. However, each unit is complete and
may be used alone or as part of some other course of
study.

Included with each unit is a 34"’ x 22" poster
composed of photos and primary source materials
relevant to that unit. The posters are intended for
classroom display and for sources of information for
certain activities in the units. Each poster comes in
two parts which should be fastened together.

Three important notes:

and environment.

1) IMMIGRANT STUDIES should be implemented as it best fits your nmmn:m:m program

2) IMMIGRANT STUDIES activities are intended to be *_mx_v_m to allow student to
pursue interests and ideas for new projects.

3) If IMMIGRANT STUDIES is to be a vehicie for creating or enhancing interest in
family and community history, it must be both rewarding and enjoyable.

are shown on the following pages.

A photo from each unit poster and statements of purpose for each of the four units

11
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CULTURE

Culture is the sum total of ways living built up by a group of
human beings, which is transmitted from one generation to
another. Although most immigrants brought few belongings
with them to America, they brought a wealth of customs, ideas,
words, and ways of doing things. Many of these survived the
Americanization process and are so ingrained in the American
culture that their sources are forgotten.

The purposes of this unit are to help students:

1) study the customs of ethnic groups in their own
state,

2) identify immigrant contributions,

3) investigate the ethnic settlements in their own state,

4) explore stereotypes they have regarding various
ethnic groups.

e byt

<« e

TAT -
<

;. o
.M. w,

ACTION PACK

The ACTION PACK unit of IMMIGRANT STUDIES is process
oriented. It provides students with activities and resources for
doing out-of-classroom investigations of people, places, and
events of the past.

Many of the activities in the first three unites of IMMIGRANT
STUDIES are meant to involve students with family or com-
munity historical research. ACTION PACK provides techniques
and resources helpful for carrying out further research. The
w:_ﬁommm of this unit are to provide students with techniques
or:

1) conducting oral history interviews,

2) carrying out genealogical searching,

3) collecting data from their community,
4) interpreting data from their community.

In addition, the resource cards provide students with sources of
iustorical information at the local, county, state and
national levels.
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Activity
1. Reacting to
Ethnic Groups

2. Ethnic Settle-
ments

3. Everyday Life

CULTURE
Unit

4. Immigrant
Contributions

5. Customs

6. Stereotypes

S ———— e

Activity

1. Historical Clues
in Your Com-
m’inity

2. Cemetery Study

3. Cenealogical
Searching

ACTION PACK
Unit

4. Oral History

Resource Cards

Deals With.... |

ideas and attitudes
regarding ethnic groups

where ethnic groups
settied

actual accounts and
descriptions of immigrants’
experiences

immigrants’ contribu-
tions to American culture

customs of ethnic
groups in America

ideas and attitudes
regarding ethnic groups

Deals With....

ethnicity and history
of a community .

ethnicity and history
of a community

students’ own lineage

interview techniques
and historical infor-
mation ;

places and sources of
information and methods for
obtaining information from
sources

Students Do....

free association
community research

read accounts and
write impressions

listing and
discussing

research and sharing
of ethnic customs

free association and
discussion

m?na:ﬁ.. Do....

community research

community research
family research

oral history
interview

17

Is Done....

in class

in and out of
class

in class

in class

out of class

in class

Is Done....
out of class
out of class
out of class

in or out of class

Q
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CULTURE
Uni

.

ACTION PACK
Unit

;>n‘~_m,<=< -

S

1. Reaching to Ethnic
Groups

2. Ethnic Settlements

3. Everyday Life .

4. Contributions

5. Customs

Activity

1. Community Sites -
Investigation

2. Cemetery Study

3. Genealogical Searching

4. Oral History

Resource Cards

Deals With....

ideas and attitudes
regarding ethnic groups

where ethnic groups
settied

life in earlier

times

immigrant’s contributions
to American culture

customs of ethnic
groups in America

Deals With....

ethnicity and history
of a community

ethnicity and history
of a community

students’ own lineage

interview techniques
and historical in-
formation

places and sources

of information and
methods for obtaining
informaticn from sources

Students Do....

free association
community research
creative writing

listing and
discussing
research and

sharing of ethnic
customs :

Students Deo....

community research
community research
family research

oral history
interview

19

Is Done....

in class
in and out
of ¢lass
in class.

in class

out of class

Is Done....

out of class
out of class

out of class

out of class
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Whether IMMIGRANT STUDIES is used for long- measurable. Because students may become involved
term student involvement such as a mini-course or in several activities and complete them at varying
whether several activities are integrated into existing  rates, an activity record for each student is helpful.
programs, there is usually a need to evaluate student  Student performance can be recorded on an Activity
progress. The processes used and products produced  Profile Sheet similar to the one shown below.

in the activities make student performance visible and -

Evaluating

STUDENT PROGRESS

Unit

IMMIGRANT STUDIES Activity Profile Sheet

Student Name " Date Started

ORIGINS/THE JOURNEY

Date Completed S U Special Projects | Comments

-Activity 1 Lineage Chart

Activity 2 Irish Potato Famine

Activity 3 Decision at the Port

Activity 4 The Journey

Activity 5 Statue of Liberty

Activity 6 Ellis Island

AMERICANIZATION .
Activity 1 Generation Chart

(Iltf\ut

IC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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One of the goals of IMMIGRANT STUDIES is to
provide students with factual information about immi-
grants to America from approximately 1820 to 1920.
This information has been catégorized to correspond
with the three major topics; ORIGINS/THE JOURNEY,
AMERICANIZATION, CULTURE. The information in
this chapter is meant primarily for your.use but may be
given directly to students if you deem it appropriate.

For certain activities you may wish to read .excerpts

from this background information to students.

Origins/Che Journey

AMERICA NS >-m, IMMIGRANTS

All Amerizans are descendants of immigrants The
Indians came earliest, from 50,000 to 13,000 B.C.

" Spanish explorers came during the 1500's. English set-

tlers first came during the 1600’'s. Blacks from Africa
were forced to immigrate to this country from the

.1600’s until the 1800’s. Seventeenth century America, )
although predominantly Anglo-Saxon, had Scotts,

Irish, French, Spanish, Jewish, Germans, Dutch,
Swedes, Danes and Finns.

BACKGROUND INFORMATIONFOR ~ \R

Immigrant St

From 1820 when immigration statistics were first re-
corded until 1921 when the first quota act was passed,
over 30 million immigrants came to America:

The following chart describes the two main periods of
immigration dealt with in IMMIGRANT STUDIES.

Period  Nationalitic s of Immigrants to America

1820-1880 Northwest Earopeans:
English, rish, Welsh, Scotts, Belgians, French, Dutch, Germans, Swedes,
Norwegians, Danes, Swizs;
Orientals: :
Chinese, Japanese,

1880-1932 South, Southeastern Europeans:
Austrians, Hungarians, Jews, Bulgarians, Greeks, Turkish, Italians, Polish,
R i Serbians, Slovaks, Czechs, Armenin=s, Syrians;
also Mexicans, Russians, Finns, Lithuanians, arc Latvians.

WHY THEY LEFT THEIR HOMELANDS

The emigrants left their homelands because they were
-dissatisfied with conditions there. They emigrated to
escape religious persecution, war, ,olitical unrest,
famine, poverty, over-crowding, anc harsh class
systems which restricted their right to own land, make
laws, and hold power: Many sought wealth and glory

S:mn:\ﬁrm«\imqm_maﬁo Umzm<m\<<o:_avm3m:m5
America. .
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sailing st ‘ps were the only option and they were at the mercy of
winds and tides and often unskilled crews. These ships were as
small as 300 tons and were subject to hazards of shipwreck,
mutiny, and fire. Generally immigrants either purchased cabin
passage which was reasonably uncrowded and comfortable or.
steerage passage which was very crowded and uncomfortable.

Some immigrants who couldn’t afford even steerage passage
made the journey in Canadian lumber or fishing vessels which
normally sailed back to America with no cargo. These ships
were even less suitable for human passengers than other
sailing vessels. A

Immigrants who could afford steerage passage in the part of the
ship below the main deck spent most of the forty days and
nights in an area approximately 75 feet long, 25 feet wide, and 5
feet high. The ship carried 400 to 1,000 passengers, and often
rats, too. The passenger quarters were dark, smelly, and either
sticky hot or damp and cold. From five to nine immigrants
shared individuals cubicles 10 feet by 5 feet by 3 feet high, in
the steerage area.

There were water closets in steerage, a couple of cooking
stoves, and tables on which each family could prepare its
meals. People got daily water rations but had to add vinegar to
conceal the.stench of the water. They carefully rationed out
theit food for fear of running short. Some crew members were
known to sell food to passengers or trade food for immigrants’
possessions. -

A generous captain might allow passengers short visits to the
deck in fair weather. So.ae never did.

Disease was ever preses.i 7n shipboard. Crowded, dirty condi-
tions in steerage resull-+! in outbreaks of cholera, dysentery,
yellow fever, smallpox, measles, and ‘‘ship fever.’”” On one ship

500 passengers died before reaching America. The average
mortality rate was ten percent. Bodies would be wrapped in
sheets and dumped overboard. Body lice were common in the
crowded dirty conditions, and they spread rapidly among
passengers. It was inevitable that there would be other
problems on board. People quarreled over minor disagree-
ments, thefts occurred, and people were homesick and de-
pressed. In addition, there were often several nationality
groups on a ship, and communication between them was dif-
ficult or impossible

Although most of the emigrants from Europe traveled by steer-
age, some could afford first or second class cabin passage.
These passengers were often admitted to the United States
without the lengthy examination at Ellis Island, in spite of the
U.S laws which required all aliens to pass the examination
before entry. After 1860, conditions improved somewhat for
steerage passengers. Steamships took over the high class
passenger business and left the sailing vessels competing for
customers. Rates came down and conditions on the ships were
improved. When European countries started building steam
powered merchant ships in the 1870’s, emigrants could buy a
steerage passage plus food for just over $10.00 and they could
make the trip from Europe in ten days or less. Later, ten to
twenty thousand ton steam ships could make the trip in a week.

ARRIVAL IN AMERICA

Land was a welcome sight after the long, grueling journey.
Immigrants took their first steps on American land at one of
seventy different federal immigrant stations in the U.S. Latin
Americans came to New Orleans, Savannah and other southern
ports. Mexicans came to Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and Cali-
fornia. Chinese and other Orientals came to San Francisco,
Seattle and other Pacific ports. Some Europeans came to
Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, but a huge majority came
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Four generations. 1915.

REASONS FOR AMERICANIZATION

First generation immigrants to America often settled near rela-
tives or others from the same homeland. In their daily lives,
they could communicate in their own language or dialect. They
had schools, churches and sometimes newspapers which main-

SAMPLE GENERATION CHART

T s oihe
Social activities, holidays, festivals,
Generatisn  Name s Language Cntams iihes, food, erafs, music. Churches
1 Mary Panttsart [ Fintand Fmrush Almost entirely Finnish Finnish
Matti Customs — flatbread, lutefisk, sauna, Lutheran
Finnish songs, crafts. All friends were Church
Finnish Married a Finn (Apostolic)
.2 Arthur Mattie America Finnish Flatbread — also American foods Finmsh
Can speak English when necessary Lutefisk Finnish rye bread Knows Lutheran
Learned English by gaing through Finnish songs. Sauna Ruoka. Active in Church
second grade to countsy schoo! community projects with Finns and {Apostotic)
Reads Finintsh and English non-Finns Mostly Finnish friends Public
newspapers School {teacher changed name from Matti
to Mattre) Married a Finn
3 _Nora Mattie America English Practices very few Finnish customs Most | Methodist
‘Wright | Can stdl speak Finnish — speaks friends are non-Finnish Did not teach her
Finnish only with parents children Finrush language or customs
Married a non-Finn
4 Brenda Wright America English but is studying Finnish at No Finnish customs excep! occasional Methodist
Johnson the University sauna at grandparents’ house Is in-
- terested in learning about Finfand
Married a non-Finn

tained the language and culture of their homeland. Their cul-
tural ties became less ‘strong among second and third genera-
tion immigrants. People left the ethnic settlements for more
education and higher paying jobs. To prosper they had to learn
English and something of the American economic and political

systems.
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country were becoming dispersed and settled among people
from many different cultural backgrounds in the new country.
The new environment forced many immigrants to give up some
of their old ways. Americanization was the process of shedding
parts of one culture and taking on parts of another culture.
What first generation immigrants passed on to their children
was likely a mixture of old country customs along with those
new country customs which they thought necessary to their
survival here. Second and third generation immigrants perhaps
passed on more American ways than old ways. Yet many old.
ways did survive and even become part of the American
culture.

WHERE IMMIGRANTS SETTLED )

With the homestead act, the United States offered-free land in
the west to those who would build on it and live on it for five
years. Many immigrants went west to farm. Swedes, Finns,
Norwegians and Germans.started farms in Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, and Illinois. Irish, Scots, and English populated the eastern
states. Poles, Russians and Czechs settled in New England and
the Middle West. Armenians and Syrians farmed in California.
- Some Irish crowded into New York and Boston. Others went
west to work on the railroads. Jews also went to the cities.

Pennsylvania mines drew workers from Czechoslovakia, Lithu-
ania, and Latvia. Illinois, Wisconsin and upper Michigan drew
the Cousin Jacks from Cornwall, England. Many Bohemians
became cigar makers in New York City. Italians settled in the
cities and retained their culture. Chinese came to California and
settled '’Chinatowns.’’ They worked on the r.ilroads or at an‘
kinds of jobs available. Japanese, Hindus, Filipinos, Sikhs, and
Malays also settled in California. Many American cities still
have a ‘’Little Poland,”” a ‘‘Little Italy,’”” or a "’Chinatown.’’
There are small towns today which are almost exclusively
“Finnish or Swedish or German or Czéach.

B x

Norwegian dancers. 1940. Minnesota Historical Society.

DEGREE OF AMERICANIZATION

As the American population grew and as people become more
mobile, there was more interaction between different ethnic
- groups. As they learned to speak the same language communi-
cations improved between them. Interaction and intermarriage
between people of differing ethnic backgrounds merged the
- customs and traditions and languages of the groups.

31

hias

LETT

33

Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E




[

"Aepo} suediswy 40§ AJISISAIP
pue 3sa43jul apiaocid ued adpajmouy aayl yum ajdoad ssay]
"$103$90Ue JurISIWWI J19Y3 JO SWOISND 3Y3 'SPooy Y} ‘sadensue|
ay3 ‘syedd ayj mouy oym 3jdoad asue suayj ‘ysed aiayj 393404
sAemje jou pip sjdoad ssado4d uoijeziuediiawy 3y3 ul asnedag

‘apiad Jo 924n0s e s1 31 ‘mou
184095 3day jou s AJdiuyls 5,3uUQ “AeQ S, DIIBd “1S IIRIGI[9D
suedlBWy Ysuf ,,'nsis,, ssassod o3 wiepd suuiq "Ajpnoid ulom
aJe spueqpesy xnol§ pue sinddiey oajy ‘aptad diuyis soddns
Suelel] w,| ‘sw ssty,, ,‘[njineag si yoelg,, se yans suedojg
‘93eHJay 3y} aA49Saud 03 suoljeziuedio Suiwioy ase sdnoad
J1uy3g "S|eAIIS8) pue ‘po0J ‘S1BUD DIUYIS Ul PIISIIBIUI PIMIUI
e S| aJay] -sJojsedue jueaSiwwl JI8Y} JO Swoisnd dyj jnoge
8uiuies| pue s8ejpssy J1vY) Inoge uoljewdojul Joy Suiyosess
a.4e sjdoad /sa1pn3s diuy3s ul $9s4n0d 3ulus4j0 ade s988)j0D) "SI
jeym eduswy ajew padiay sAey jeys sdnoad d1uy3s ayj Jo suony
-IpeJ) pue sSwWoISND 9y} Ul IS2ISJUI PIMIUI B S) 248y} Aepo]

AAidd JINH13 40 TVAIAIY
"A12100G [BDII0ISIH BIOSAUUIW "G/Z6L “|BAIISS) DUyl Je Jadue(

) . ‘puejad| woldy edlswy
0] 3JWed S103saDUBR S,ApauUUld "4 Uyof JuSpISdId ‘purjIodg
woJj awed [|9g weyeln) JSpuexs|y ‘Auewisn) Ul ulogq Sem
198uISSIH AJusH "Aurwiusn WoLy Swed uldsulg uaq|y "siuead
-lwwl a19m suedliswy jesud Auewy ‘s3uiyi Suiop jo sAem pue
‘spJom ‘sespl ‘swoIsnd J9Yy30 Auew uediuswy 0313ysnoaq siue.ad
-lww| "ul8140 Ul UeWISD) SBM 9343 Sewisiuy) ay] "siueddiwiwy
AQ A13unod siyj 03 padnpoJjul 3U9M jje 3dnes Aos ‘[apnu3s ‘ex|od
"|9d1usadwind “eunes ‘1338ydedg -dnol8 jueadiww) SWOS YyIMm
A13unod siy3 ul s8uluui8aq 419y} pey Aepo} uediIaWYy PaIapISuod
ale ydiym ssuiyy Auepy 'saanijnd d1uyls Auew jo sited apnjoul
03 paSueyd uedBWY ue Jo 3d9dU0d 3y ‘uedllawy INO0 SWOD
pue jod Sujjsw e ul pusiq jou pip sdnoJd d1uy3d a3yl 1ng 00}
paSueyd edlIsWY ‘paziuedlIBWY SWRIAQ SjurIBiwWW) Y} SY

SINVUDIWWI 40 SNOILNFIYINOD

- *3jdwexa Jayjour 19A S| Heud Meuis YSIpaMS uaJpjiyd
43y S8YDOBI] OyM 3JUIISIP YSIPIMS JO UBWOM UBDLIDWY UY
‘pJeAsdRq J19y) Ul BUNES ySiuul4 B 3}Ing Asy} Inq ‘Ajlunwiwiod
ysiuui4-uou e Ul 3AIj pue ysij8ug yeads ‘syueadiwwl ysiuui4
uofjeiauas pJiyl yjoq ale oym 3jdnod e ‘sdueisul Jayjoue Uj

“Jauulp uelje}} jeuoiiipesy
® ypm SewislyD sajesqaad Ajlwey sjoym 2y ‘dpew sAem|e
Jayjow pue Jayjowpuesd Jsy spooy ueljel] ay3 Sulyood sAolus
ays ing ‘ueljejj-uou e paleW pue ‘sjooyds diqnd papusy
-3e ‘ueley] ou syeads UAPOOJE WOL) UBWIOM Uelje)| UOIjRISUS3
y1noj e ‘S|dWExa 104 ‘PAUIBIUIBW II9M SUOIIPRI} BY} JO M3)
® INq Pa.INdd0 UONEZIUBDLISWY S3IjiWey jueldiww! Auew Jo4

"BDIIBWY U] S[BAIIS3S SAIIRU JIBY] PIRIQa}ID pur an3uo} dANRU
119y 9yods ‘SJUaW|IISS DIUYID Ul A1} 03 panuiuod Asy] °d|qis
-sod se Aj3uosis se suoijpes; pue a3ensuej J12y3 0} uo 3uny
pue pPa3sisal SWOS ‘SUOIIEISUIE [BISADS JIAO PIZIURDLIDUIY
Aj919|dwod jsowje aweddq saljiwe) juadiwwl Auew 3JIYM
"39489p awes sy} 03 paziuedlIsWYy SWedaq sueldiwwl ||e JoN

NOILVWYOANI ANNOYDIDVE

Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E




~ WHAT IS ACTION PACK?
ACTION PACK provides four specific activities in which stu-
dents investigate the past. Each activity includes the techni-

ques necessary for carrying out that particular kind of in-
vestigation. :

events

1. Historical Clues in Your Community places

] eople
2. Cemetery Study . w<mmnm

. . _
3. Genealogical Searching people

. - eople events
4. Oral History peop U_mnmm

38

ACTION PACK activities and resource cards are meant to be
used throughout IMMIGRANT STUDIES. They may be appro-
priate during other IMMIGRANT STUDIES units or for
students doing individual research projects.

The following chart shows the relationship between ACTION
PACK and activities in ORIGINS/THE JOURNEY, AMERI-
O>2“N>._._OZTm:Q CULTURE. )

High school students making a gravestone rubbing. 1975.
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LEVEL ONE

oza:m\ Che Journey

. ACTIVITY 1
LINEAGE CHART...(family research) ‘
Students trace their own lineage as far back as they
can in order to determine:
1) the place of origin of their ancestors,
2) when their ancestors came to the United States,
3) The meaning of ‘‘generation.”’
This activity will be introduced in class and the in-
formation gathered outside of class over two to three
weeks. -

ACTIVITY 2

IRISH POTATO FAMINE...(decision making)
Students read an account of conditions_in Ireland
during the 1840’s. In small groups they simulate a
family’s decision on whether to emigrate. The group
lists reasons for and against emigration and then
tries to reach a decision. Group decisions are re-
ported to the class and discussed. This activity can
be done during one to two class periods.

ACTIVITY 3
DECISION AT THE PORT...(small group simula-
tion) :
Students simulate a decision which many emigrants
had to make when arriving at their port of departure
with too many possessions for the tiny space alloted

‘to them on the ship. Given a list of possessions

brought to the port by a family, students decide what
to take and what to leave behind. In small groups
students discuss and revise their list and then
present it to the class for discussion. Later students
discuss a list of belongings actually taken by
emigrants. This activity can be completed during one
or two class periods.

ACTIVITY 4

THE JOURNEY...(writing a diary)

Students read a description of the journey and then
each writes a diary that might have been written by
an emigrant on a sailing ship in 1850. This activity
can be done in one or two class periods.
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: ACTIVITY 2.
ETHNIC SETTLEMENTS...(community research)

Students locate ethnic settlements on a map of their state.
- Small groups of students research one ethnic group to find out
when and where these people settled in the state. This activity
can be carried on over one or two weeks.

ACTIVITY 3
EVERYDAY LIFE.. .freading accounts and writing about old
photos)
After reading accounts of immigrant experiences and looking
at a collection of photos depicting various aspects of immi-

grant life, students write their impressions. This activity can -

be completed in one or two class periods

ACTIVITY 4
IMMIGRANT CONTRIBUTIONS...(listing and discussing)
Students list, things which originated in other countries and
- then discuss their effects on American culture. This activity

can be completed in one class period.

ACTIVITY 5
CUSTOMS.. (identification and sharing) .
Students research the customs of one ethnic group and then
share their findings with the class in a variety of ways. This
activity can be carried on over one or two weeks.

ACTIVITY 6
STEREOTYPES...(free association)

Given the same list of ethnic groups as used in Activity fw

students again write their first response to each name and
compare the ideas they now have about each group with those
expressed in Activity 1. This activity can be completed in one
class period.

Hction Pack

ACTIVITY 1
HISTORICAL CLUES IN YOUR COMMUNITY
Students take a walk in their community and look for clues to
the age, ethnicity, and history of the community. The trip will
take a minimum of two or three hours. Some students may
wish to return to a site.

ACTIVITY 2
CEMETERY STUDY
Students visit a cemetery to gather information about the
ethnic and the historical background of the community. The
trip will take two or three hours. Compiling the information in
class may be done over 2 or 3 days.

. ACTIVITY 3
GENEALOGICAL SEARCHING ,
Students who have done lineage charts (Origins/The Journey
— Activity 1) visit an historical society to do genealogical re-
search on their own families. The trip will take 2 or 3 hours to
a half day.

ACTIVITY 4 -
ORAL HISTORY :
Students interview residents in the community to get
information about earlier times. Preparation for this activity
will take two or three weeks. The interview may be completed
in less than an hour.

RESOURCE CARDS
PLACE AND SOURCES o
Lists of local, county, state, and national resources, the kinds
of information they hold, and methods for obtaining informa-
tion from various sources.
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ACTIVITY 5

STATUE OF LIBERTY...(creative writing)

Students read descriptions of arrival in America. Then each
student selects a description and expands it in their own
~ words. This activity can be completed in one class period.

ACTIVITY 6

ELLIS (SLAND...(a continuum)

After reading about the processing at Ellis Island, students
place themselves on a continuum dealing with attitudes
toward admission of immigrants to the United States. This
activity can be comleted in one class period.

Hmericanization
- ACTIVITY 1

GENERATION CHART...(family research)

Students gather information from parents and other relatives
to look for patterns of change from one immigrant generation
to the next in their own family. This activity can be carried on
over one or two weeks.

ACTIVITY 2

THE STORY OF GEORGE M....(a case history)

Students read the story of a second generation iminigrant to
become aware of the problems faced in the Americanization
process. Then from a list of items which immigrants often had

to give up, students rank items from easiest to hardest to give -

up. This activity can be completed in one class period.

ACTIVITY 3

PROBLEMS OF LANGUAGE...(dealing with feelings)
Students read an account of one immigrant’s feelings about
not being able to communicate in the ‘new’ country. They
then write about a personal experience which made them feel
’dumb.”” This activity can be completed in one class period.

ACTIVITY 4§

WHAT IS AN AMERICAN?Z.. (expressing values)

Students offer their own ideas of what an American is, and
after discussing these, they will compare their own ideas with
those of a '100 per center’ of the early 20th century. This
activity can be comleted in one class period.

- ACTIVITY 5

ATTITUDES ENCOUNTERED BY EARLY IMMIGRANTS...
(distinguishing attitudes)

Students define nativism, racism, prejudice, xenophobia.
Then they are asked to match each term with a paragraph
which best exemplifies it. This activity can be completed in
one or two class periods. :

ACTIVITY 6
ATTITUDES ENCOUNTERED BY RECENT IMMIGRANTS
...(expressing attitudes)
Students read information about Vietnamese immigrants.
Then they describe their own attitudes toward modern immi-
grants. This activity can be completed in one class period.
ACTIVITY 7

WHO IS ASSIMILATED? (identification and discussion)
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Harvard Social Studies Project. The Immigrant’s Ex-

Oﬂmmm—.—m\ﬂ—.ﬂm mo:*—.—mq | pevience. Columbus, Ohio: Xerox Education

Center, 1973-74.
Kennedy, _o:: F. A Nation of Immigrants. New <ola

References Cited . . Harper and Row, 1964.
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York: The Seabury Press, 1967. Minnesota, 1850s-1880's."" Minnesota History. )
Moberg, Vilhelm. The Emigrants. New York: Simon 2: 215-224. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical -y
and Shuster, Inc., 1951. Society, Summer 1971.
General References A "“Why The Came.’’ Roots, Vol. 1:9 St. Paul: Minne-
Cooke, Alistair. ’The Huddled Masses.’" Alistair sota Historical Society, Spring, 1973.
Cook’s America. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Sloane, Eric. ABC Book of Early Americana. New
1973. pp. 273-303. York: Doubleday and Company, Inc. 1963.
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Judson, Clara. Michael’s Victory — They Came From Ireland.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1946.
Judson, Clara. Petar’s Treasure — They Came From Dalmatia.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1945.
Judson, Clara. Sod House Winter — They Came From Sweden.
. Chicago: Follett Publishing Co., 1957.
Judson, Clara. They Came From France. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1943.
Judson, Clara. They Came From Scotland. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1944.
Judson, Clara. They Came From Sweden. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1942.
Levenson, Dorothy. Women of the West. New York: Franklin
Watts, Inc., 1973.
Sloane, Eric. ABC Book of Early Americana. New York:
Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1963.
Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Little House on the Prairie
Little House in the Big Woods.
Farmer Boy
On the Banks of Plum Creek
By the Shores of Silver Lake
The Long Winter
Little Town on the Prairie
These Happy Golden Years.
New York: Harper and Row, 1955.
Wolfe, Irving, Krone, Beatrice, and Fullerton, Margaret.
Voices of America. Together We Sing Series. Chicago:
Follett Publishing Co., 1957. :

Hction Pack

General Referenccs

Devlin, Harry. To Grandfather’s House We Go. New York:
Parents Magazine Press, 1967.

Doane, Gilbert Harry. Searching for Your Ancestors. New
York: Bantam Books, 1974.

Everton, George B. Handy Book for Genealogists. Logan, Utah:
Everton Publishers, 1971. ,

Hoag, Edwin. American Houses. Philadelphia and New York:

- }.B. Lippincott, 1964.

Kirkham, E. Kay. A Survey of American Church Records. Salt
- Lake City: Deseret Book Co. 1959-60. o .
Lancour, Harold and Richard J. Wolfe. A Bibliography of Ship
* Passenger Lists, 1538-1825. New York: New York Public

Library, 1963. ‘

Robinson, Ethel Fay and Thomas P. Houses in America. New
York: The Viking Press, 1967.

Sloane, Eric. American Barns and Covered Bridges. New York:
Funk and Wagnalls, 1954.

Sloane, Eric. A Museum of Early American Tools. New York:
Ballantine Books, 1974. :

Sloane, Eric. An Age of Barns. New York: Funk and Wagnalls,
1966.

Sloane, Eric. The Little Red Schoolhouse, A Sketchbook of
Early American Education. Garden City, New York:
Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1972.

Wigginton, Eliot. The Foxfire Book. Garden City, New York:
Doubleday and Company, 1972.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

For: Federal Population Censuses 1790-1890 [$1.00]

Write to: National Archives and Records Service
General Services Administration
Washington, D.C. 20402

For: 1. Guide to Genealogical Records in the National Archives
[$.65]
2. Where to Write for Birth and Death Records [$.15]
3. Where to Write for Marriage Records ($.15)
4. Where to Write for Divorce Records ($.10)
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